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UM HONORED AS ‘COLLEGE WITH A CONSCIENCE’
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana has been named a “college with a conscience” by the 
Princeton Review and Campus Compact. UM is among 81 institutions of higher learning in 33 
states to receive the designation.
As a result, Princeton Review will highlight UM in its forthcoming book “Colleges 
With a Conscience: 81 Great Schools With Outstanding Community Involvement.” Available 
in bookstores June 21, the book offers two-page profiles on each college, as well as advice for 
applicants.
“A college with a conscience has both an administration committed to social 
responsibility and a student body actively engaged in serving society,” said Robert Franek, 
Princeton Review vice president for Admission Services. “Education at these schools isn’t just 
about private gain: It’s about the public good.”
Andrea Vernon, director of UM’s Office of Civic Engagement, said the University is 
actively engaged in many types of service work in Missoula ~ everything from education and 
social work to chemistry and environmental studies.
“It is a privilege for UM to be recognized in this publication and an honor to highlight 
the immense amount of community involvement and public service that students, faculty, staff 
and administrators at UM are involved in ,” Vernon said.
UM’s Office of Civic Engagement, founded as Volunteer Action Services in 1992,
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provides students and faculty with access to numerous community service opportunities. The 
organization offers an online volunteer listings database, promotes student volunteerism 
through the AmeriCorps and VISTA national service programs, facilitates service-learning 
classes and much more.
OCE works collaboratively with UM-based Montana Campus Compact, a statewide 
coalition of 17 colleges and universities committed to promoting public service, service 
learning and civic-engagement activities across Montana.
The Princeton Review, a publisher of college guides, partnered with National Campus 
Compact, which promotes the civic purposes of higher education, to develop the “Colleges 
With a Conscience” program. They worked together to select schools that exemplify the ideals 
of community service and civic engagement.
The two national organizations selected their “College With a Conscious” honorees 
from more than 900 colleges. This list was winnowed to 100 institutions using the following 
criteria: admission practices and use of scholarships to reward community service; support for 
service-learning programs; student activism and student voice in student governance; and level 
of social engagement of its student body.
From the shortlist, editors collected extensive data about each school’s service 
programs and policies, surveying employees and students. The 81 “Colleges With a 
Conscience” schools represent a diverse range of geographic regions, campus sizes, urban and 
rural settings, and public and private institutions.
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